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DETAIL ACTION 

Notice to Applicants) 

1 . This application has been examined. Claims 1-14 are pending 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 6-10, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Prageslas et al. (2002/0095308). 

4. As per claims 1 and 6, Prageslas et al. disclose the invention as claimed which 
includes a vehicle operable to deliver a package to a destination of a user within a 
region (see figure 1, item 450), a positional location system for determining geographic 
position coordinates for sequential locations of the vehicle along the route thereof 
toward the destination (see figure 1 , item 20 and paragraph 0048), a wireless 
transmitter means for transferring the geographic position coordinates to a central 
computer (see figure 2 and paragraph 0048), and a computer operable to providing 
periodic updated calculations to periodically estimate corresponding estimated arrival 
time data for the package to the destination and make it available to the customer (see 
at least paragraphs 0048, 0050-0052, 0059, 0064 and 0065). 
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5. As per claim 2, Prageslas et al. disclose that the positional location system is a 
GPS (see at least figure 1 , item 20). 

6. As per claim 3, Prageslas et al. further disclose the use of internet as a wireless 
means (see at least figure 1 , item 4). 

7. As per claim 7, Prageslas et al. also disclose the dynamic route list or map 
showing a planned route for vehicle and guiding the driver to delivery the package (see 
at least paragraph 0051 ). 

8. With respect to claims 8-10, 13 and 14, the limitations of these claims have been 
noted in the rejections above. They are therefore considered rejected as set forth 
above. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

10. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

1 1 . Claims 4 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Prageslas et al. as applied to the claims above, and further in view of Westerlage et al. 
(5,987,377). 

12. With respect to claim 4, Prageslas et al. disclosed the claimed invention as 
discussed above except for the ETA data is displayed on the positional map. However, 
such feature is taught in at least figure 4 of the Westerlage et al. which is motivated one 
of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate such teaching into the system of Prageslas et al. 
in order to provide better overview of not only the positional information but also the 
ETA associated to such positional information in the map display. 

13. With respect to claim 1 1 , the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection above. They are therefore considered rejected as set forth above. 

14. Claims 5 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Prageslas et al. as applied to the claims above, and further in view of Young 
(2004/0030604). 

15. With respect to claim 5, Prageslas et al. disclosed the claimed invention as 
discussed above except for the option for the customer to modify delivery time. 

However, such feature is shown in at least figures 4-6 and the related text of the Young 
reference. It would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Young into the system of Prageslas 
et al. in order to provide the system with the enhanced capability of allowing the 
customer the option to modify the delivery time, thereby improving the delivery system. 
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16. With respect to claim 12, the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection above. They are therefore considered rejected as set forth above. 



Conclusion 



1 7. All claims are rejected. 

18. The following references are cited as being of general interest: Jones 

(6,41 1,891), Jones (6,975,998), Khan et al. (6,990,409), Hansen (2002/0156645), and 
Wagner (2004/0174260). 

1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Tan Q. Nguyen, whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-6966. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
5:30 AM-4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black, can be reached on (571) 272-6956. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to the Official Fax Center: 

(571)273-8300 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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